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Adele Berlin : The Dynamics of Biblical Parallelism (The Biblical Resour ce Series) before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Dynamics of Biblical Parallelism (The Biblical
Resource Series):

7 of 8 people found the following review helpful. excellent introduction to biblical parallelismBy t.howeAdele Berlin
describes the various types of biblical parallelism found throughout the Hebrew Bible. She begins with a general
survey of the role of parallelism in poetry including avery brief look at the history of the study of parallelismin
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biblical studies that includes the terminology used to described the various types of parallelism throughout this history.
Inthisinitial chapter she catalogs the function of poetry within language, agrees with the identification of parallelism
as one of the two key elements of poetry, terseness being the other, and introduces the location of paralelismin
linguistic studies.In the rest of the book she examines the linguistic study of parallelism broken down into the
following aspects: the grammatical aspect, the lexical and semantic aspects, and the phonological aspect. She does
recognize that grammatical and semantic parallelisms tend to co-occur because of the psychological nexus between
structure and meaning (22) and points out that parallelism, juxtaposition and collocation are al part of the same
phenomenon.Under the grammatical aspect, she considers first morphological parallelism and second syntactic
parallelism recognizing the role of equivalence and contrast in each. Under the lexical and semantic aspects, she
examines the use of word pairs to create parallelism and the semantic relationship between lines. Finally with the
phonological aspect, she mirrors the use of words pairsin lexical parallelism with the use of sound pairsin
phonological parallelism and also the phonological equivalence of parallel lines.In the last chapter she turnsthe
discussion to the consideration of the fact that the four aspects of language mentioned above - grammatical, lexical,
semantic, and phonological - usually occur in combination and that one should expect to discover biblical parallelism
to also operate simultaneously in a combination of these aspects. She discusses the importance of the perceptibility and
the effect of parallelism isolating the elements that make it perceptible and those which make it effective.Berlin's book
isagreat study of biblical parallelism. The study of biblical parallelism often stops at lexical and semantic parallelism,
so her incorporation of grammatical and phonological parallelism catches the reader off guard, yet her presentation
rewards the reader with the senses of intellectual fascination and pleasure. Her writing style is not too difficult for a
newcomer to the field to swiftly understand the subject, but soon plunges to a deep understanding of the use of this
poetic device. She induces comprehension of her ideas by immediately offering numerous examples from the Hebrew
Scriptures to demonstrate what she has just explained. She does this with each category and provides many examples
of prevalent patterns - aabb, abab or abba - that one should expect to find in parallel components.She writes with
clarity so that oneis able to follow her thought pattern with ease and she defines new terminology appropriately so that
one staysin the flow of her idea. Asaresult, agood working knowledge of the Hebrew language and general
linguisticsis not necessary, though it would be helpful. Some knowledge of the works of Robert Alter, James Kugel,
Stephen Geller, Michael O'Connor, Jacques Derrida, Lida Knorina, and Rolf A. Jacobson would definitely aid in
understanding. That being said, it is adelight to read through Hebrew example after example that she has provided in
order to detect the patterns that she proposes that are very often lost in translation. This effort has brought the reviewer
to a better appreciation of Hebrew poetry. The challenge remains to apply the skills learned from Berlin to the
remaining Hebrew texts, especialy regarding phonological parallelism.She accomplishes the purpose of her book,
which isto not "reduce paralelism to asimple linguistic formula, but rather to show the enormous linguistic
complexity of paralelism" (129) in away that honors othersin her field but which demonstrates originality. One
criticism isthat since the book isavirtual reprint of her 1985 version, there is no sense of where the field moved
during twenty-three year interim until this version. It would have been interesting to see the growth of the field in the
areas that must have seemed fresh in 1985. The addition of Knorinds article at the end of the book is honorable and
the article isitself very interesting. This book isamust read for anyone wanting to have a better grasp on Hebrew
poetry.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy laura morrowEverything was fine.3 of 3 people
found the following review helpful. Her book has alot of good critiques that should temper the readiness of many
biblicists ...By RetromanThis book presents a very comprehensive and helpful system for describing parallelisms and
the effect of parallelisms. Berlin draws from psycholinguistic theory and lots of biblical examples to make her
argument. Her book has alot of good critiques that should temper the readiness of many bibliciststo "emend" the text
in order to make the linesin a parallelism more parallel.However, she does not fully develop her explanations of the
biblical example she uses for her demonstrations. While the sheer number of examples she provides would make it
impossible to go into depth for each one, sometimes her explanations are so brief that | get the impression that she's
either not saying everything she meansto or she's saying something so obvious that I'm not sure why she's pointing it
out in thefirst place.Overall, good book, though not totally clear at times. A valuable work for anyone studying the
biblical text seriously today.

Understanding of biblical poetry is enhanced by the study of its structure. In this book Adele Berlin analyzes
parallelism, a major feature of Hebrew poetry, from alinguistic perspective. This new edition of Berlin's study features
an additional chapter, "The Range of Biblical MetaphorsinSmikhut,"by late Russian linguist Lida Knorina. Berlin
calls this addition "innovative and instructive to those who value the linguistic analysis of poetry.” It is afitting codato
Berlin's adept analysis.

David Noel Freedman (from the foreword) "Adele Berlin writes felicitously, and she is areliable Old Testament
scholar. In this newly reprinted edition of The Dynamics of Biblical Parallelism, Berlin probes the linguistic
phenomenon of paralelism. . . | am confident that the reader will readily agree with Berlin herself that the study of



paralelismis, above al else, fun."Jan Fokkelman Leiden University "The twentieth century has seen important
breakthroughs in many fields of the humanities. Roman Jakobson offered us creative and fascinating explorations at
the interface of linguistics and poetics. Building on hiswork, Adele Berlin showed us how pervasive and many-sided
the phenomenon of paralelismisin biblical poetry. It was a delight to follow her extensive array of well-chosen
examples. We are lucky now to have Berlin's lucid language back in this revised edition."Michael V. Fox University
of Wisconsin-Madison "I have used Adele Berlin'sDynamics of Biblical Parallelismin both my teaching and my
research for twenty years, and | till find it fresh and enlightening. Berlin examines parallelism through alinguistic
lens, showing it to be a system of forces that combine to give biblical poetry its special powers of communication. Her
book islucid, closely argued, and based on linguistic erudition and literary sensitivity."



