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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Asish SatpathyGood starting point to understand 
information economics. Lot of great examples.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very useful, but out 
of dateBy J. D. DidriksenEven though this book is quite a bit out of date it was very useful in my studies on 
information economics.

Designed for those with little or no prior experience in economics, Kingma's popular and highly acclaimed text clearly 
presents the fundamentals that users need to develop basic skills for simple cost-benefit analyses of goods and 
services. It provides students, librarians, and information professionals with a useful introduction to economics and 
cost-benefit analysis, and it helps them make better financial and management decisions. The book covers cost 
analysis of information goods and services, benefit analysis, information as a public good, information externalities, 
intellectual property and monopolies, uncertainty and risk, pricing information, opportunity costs, access versus 
ownership, and the economics of the Internet and digital libraries. Kingma's clear explanations of economic terms and 
models are illustrated with examples from library services and information markets-interlibrary loan, reference 
services, digitization projects, book and journal publishing, newspapers, photocopying services, computer software, 
and more. In this edition, new research and current examples of economic principles have been incorporated, and there 
is a new chapter on Internet economics and digital libraries.

"No other book presents these complicated topics in such an understandable fashion. This work is required reading for 
both new and experienced directors and department heads. It helps the reader understand the often confusing world of 
economics and applies it to the workplace. And, it will help you obtain the funding to implement new services for your 
patrons."-Journal of Academic Librarianship"This book should be read by anyone in library management and ought to 
appear on the recommended reading list of every graduate program in information science."-Journal of Access 
Services"While primarily targeted to classes on the economics of information, the well-written text, extensive 
bibliography, and thorough index make this book valuable to information professionals outside of the classroom who 
are faced with making hard decisions and justifying them to constitutents and upper management."-Business 
Information Alert?This book should be read by anyone in library management and ought to appear on the 
recommended reading list of every graduate program in information science.?-Journal of Access Services?While 
primarily targeted to classes on the economics of information, the well-written text, extensive bibliography, and 
thorough index make this book valuable to information professionals outside of the classroom who are faced with 
making hard decisions and justifying them to constitutents and upper management.?-Business Information Alert?No 
other book presents these complicated topics in such an understandable fashion. This work is required reading for both 
new and experienced directors and department heads. It helps the reader understand the often confusing world of 
economics and applies it to the workplace. And, it will help you obtain the funding to implement new services for your 
patrons.?-Journal of Academic LibrarianshipAbout the AuthorBRUCE R. KINGMA is Associate Professor, School of 
Information Studies, Syracuse University. 


