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Bernard Lewis : The End of Modern History in the Middle East (Hoover Institution Press Publication)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The End of Modern History in 
the Middle East (Hoover Institution Press Publication): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Insightful and authoritativeBy RichardEssential reading to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0817912940


understand present situation. Much of the 4 chapters has been taken from different previous presentations by the 
author. There is no over arching organization or thesis. Some of the writing is verbose and convoluted. I found myself 
wishing to take a red pencil and shorten sentences, eliminating redundancies, double negatives, useless words. Believe 
this is from using transcripts of lectures. But writing in the last chapter is entirely clear and concise. Chapter 3, Iran, is 
very important. Chapter 4, Antisemitism, is the most complete and insightful discussion of this I have ever found. 
Chapter 4 alone justifies reading this book.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. great fascinating bookBy 
BrianAlbrightThis book is an excellent piece for describing the history of the middle east. I recommend it to any 
teachers or professors to use this in classrooms. It covers a lot of nuances that many books will miss and not even talk 
about. It doesn't read like rote memorization either, it's actually interesting to read.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Religion in Islamic PoliticsBy Paul van DareExcellent review of recent history in Middle East. 
Bernard Lewis is an encyclopaedia of kowledge and does not mince words. If you really want to know how the Arab 
culture evolved and how religion became prominent in desicion making and how nowadays we should not piously 
neglect the influence of religious thoughts believing that Islam is a partially secular movement, we should start off by 
reading Bernard Lewis

With the ending of global strategic confrontation between superpowers, those in the Middle East must adjust to a new 
reality: to accept final responsibility for their own affairs, to make and recognize their mistakes, and to accept the 
consequences. In The End of Modern History in the Middle East, Bernard Lewis discusses the future of the region in 
this new, postimperialist era. For each and every country and for the region as a whole, he explains, there is a range of 
alternative futures: at one end, cooperation and progress; at the other, a vicious circle of poverty and ignorance. The 
author examines in detail the issues most critical to the regions future. He describes oil as the current, most important 
export to the outside world from the Middle East but warns that technology will eventually make it obsolete, leaving 
those who depend solely on oil revenues with a bleak future. The three factors that could most help transform the 
Middle East, according to Lewis, are Turkey, Israel, and women. He also argues that there is enough in the traditional 
culture of Islam on the one hand and the modern experience of the Muslim peoples on the other to provide the basis 
for an advance toward freedom in the true sense of that word and to achieve the social, cultural, and scientific changes 
necessary to bring the Middle East into line with the developed countries of both West and East. 

From the Inside FlapFor the first time in almost two hundred years, the rulers, and to some extent the peoples, of the 
Middle East must accept responsibility for their own affairs, to make and recognize their own mistakes, and to accept 
the consequences. Today, increasing numbers of Middle Easterners, disillusioned with past ideals andin many 
countriesalienated from their present rulers, are turning their thoughts or their loyalties or both to one of two 
ideologies: liberal democracy or Islamic fundamentalism. Each offers a reasoned diagnosis of the ills of the region and 
a prescription for their cure. But if freedom fails and terror triumphs, the peoples of Islam will be the first and greatest 
victims. They will not be alone, and many others will suffer with them.In The End of Modern History in the Middle 
East, Bernard Lewis looks at this new era there. With the departure of imperial powers, the region must now, on its 
own, resolve the political, economic, cultural, and societal problems that have held it back in the world. Lewis details 
the critical issues for the future of the regionnot surprisingly, oil and water will be keyand the important elements that 
could help transform the Middle East: women, Turkey, and Israel. Women, he explains, have the strongest vested 
interest in social and political freedom. Turkey can and probably will play a growing role in the region because the 
Turks have greater political experience, a more developed economy, and a more balanced society than the Arab states. 
And the Arab-Israeli conflict as well, in one way or another, will profoundly influence the development of the region 
as a whole. If the struggle becomes more bitter, it will have a corrosive effect on both Israeli and Arab societies. 
Peace, in contrast, would speed the progress of the region toward a new age of advanced technology and political 
freedom. But the continuing struggle within the region, with the consequent diversion of energy and resources to the 
politics and weaponry of war, can only make likely a resumption of outside interference and domination. 


