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Laurel J. Brinton, Leslie K. Arnovick : The English Language: A Linguistic History  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The English Language: A Linguistic History: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Didn't enjoy having to read it at the time but I ...By NickBought this 
book for an Undergrad Linguistics course. Didn't enjoy having to read it at the time but I have since gone back and 
read through it. A very engaging book compared to similar texts.Font is not teeny-tiny, there are lots of good maps and 
pictures of original texts. The history spans from Old English, up into modern times. Great insight into the English 
language, lots of good stuff in this text for word-nerds.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Great 
Addition for ClassBy ambstamckGreat text for a history of languages. It also helped me learn some foundations on 
other languages via the phonetic alphabet and more.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Two StarsBy 
Suzi Flynnthis is really difficult material
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The English Language surveys the development of the English language from its Indo-European past to the present 
day. It covers the entire history of the English language beginning with its prehistoric origins in Proto-Indo-European 
and includes thorough coverage of its four major periods: Old English, Middle English, Early Modern English, and 
Modern English. The second edition features a convenient quick reference guide for reference and review as well as a 
comprehensive timeline of the major events in the development of English. In addition to fully updated print and web 
references directing students to the latest research, the new edition also offers enhanced discussion of a number of 
topics: the effects of media (radio, television, computers) on the language; the socio-cultural causes of change; the 
expansion of the vocabulary of Modern English during the Renaissance; and the sources and dialects of Canadian 
English, including consideration of the effects of immigration on the language (illustrated with maps).

"This book perfectly serves the audience it aims for. Indeed, it is written in such a way that students with no prior 
knowledge of the subject or terminology can approach the text even through individual study. The introduction to the 
basic concepts on language change and relative terminology are useful in gradually leading the student to a deeper 
understanding of English. In addition, historical and social background provided in each chapter integrates and 
contextualises the overview of linguistic features...the contents are presented clearly and simply and the textbook itself 
is an example of how to introduce students to the study and research of the history and varieties of the English 
language."--Linguist List"This book perfectly serves the audience it aims for. Indeed, it is written in such a way that 
students with no prior knowledge of the subject or terminology can approach the text even through individual study. 
The introduction to the basic concepts on language change and relative terminology are useful in gradually leading the 
student to a deeper understanding of English. In addition, historical and social background provided in each chapter 
integrates and contextualises the overview of linguistic features...the contents are presented clearly and simply and the 
textbook itself is an example of how to introduce students to the study and research of the history and varieties of the 
English language."--Linguist ListAbout the AuthorLaurel J. Brinton, professor, University of British Columbia, 
specializes in English language studies and in the interface between language and literature. In addition to co-
authoring The English Language: A Linguistic History, she is currently co-editing the two-volume Handbook of 
Historical English Linguistics (Mouton) and serves as an associate editor of the revision of the Dictionary of 
Canadianisms on Historical Principles. Leslie K. Arnovick, professor, University of British Columbia, published her 
first book, The Development of Future Constructions in English, in 1991. In addition to co-authoring The English 
Language: A Linguistic History, she has also written several monographs profiling medieval English. 


