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Despite the fact that socialist parties have proved to be a major political force across the world, this has not been the
case in Asian countries. Socialism in South Koreais a quintessential example of thisfailure. Despite the existence of a
socialist party and what would seem to be the right conditions for development, the Korean socialist tendency has
failed to become a meaningful force in politics. This book explores why and under what conditions Korean socialism
has failed to develop into asocial democrat movement in the post-war period. Within the context of the integration of
structural and agency factors, it goes beyond the generally accepted view that the left failed because of suppression by
the state and proffersthat the real reason why socialism failed lay with itsinability to develop beyond revolutionary
socialism and build a more pragmatic social democracy that could develop a broad alliance within Korean society.
Also drawing on examples from Western Europe and Latin America, where |eft-wing forces have achieved power, this
book will be of huge interest not only to students and scholars of Asian and Korean politics, but also socialism,
comparative and international politics alike.



