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Tony Poveda, Richard Powers, Susan Rosenfeld, Athan G. Theoharis, Richard G. Powers : The FBI: A 
Comprehensive Reference Guide  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised The FBI: A Comprehensive Reference Guide: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy Dr. Ronald CutburthI provides other research 
information but not prime0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Two StarsBy CustomerThere was writing 
inside15 of 16 people found the following review helpful. FBI and 20th Century US HistoryBy B. K. CoyleThis book 
covers the history and evolution of the FBI from 1908 to the present from an objective point of view. It has been well 
researched by these four scholars. The essays are well written and organized in ten chapters. Each chapter gives an in 
depth explanation of the origins of the FBI, its changes through the years, the relationship with other state and federal 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=089774991X


law enforcement agencies as well as its relationship with the President, Congress and the media. The reader not only 
learns about the history of the FBI, but also will learn about 20th century U.S. history. The chapters on Notable Cases 
and the FBI's influence on the American popular culture are very interesting. This book is very useful not only for the 
those who are interested in learn about the FBI but also for historians, sociologists, criminologists.

From the Palmer Raids to the McCarthy era, to ABSCAM and Waco, the FBI has been enmeshed in controversy since 
its creation. It is also deeply woven into the fabric of our national identity and popular culture. The subject of countless 
movies, books, and television shows, we are fascinated by its mystique and drama. But how did the bureau that began 
with a modest 34 investigators in 1908 become the powerful force that it is today, employing over 12,000 agents 
across the country?

.com This encyclopedic look at the Federal Bureau of Investigation takes advantage of changes in the Freedom of 
Information Act to move beyond the typical glamorized or sensational portrayal of this government agency to a 
scholarly, evenhanded account that places it within a greater historical context. It may be textbook in nature, but the 
guide still makes for entertaining reading, especially its "Notable Cases" chapter, organized by decade, which covers 
John Dillinger, the murder of Medgar Evers, Watergate, the World Trade Center bombing, and the Unabomber, among 
others. Another chapter examines the role of the G-man in popular culture over the last century by looking at the 
portrayal of agents in comics, movies, TV, and radio. The writers are a distinguished cast of university professors who 
have researched the FBI, written extensively about it, or gleaned an insider's knowledge of the organization. Most 
notable among these is Susan Rosenfeld, who served as the FBI's first official historian from 1984 to 1992. Each 
chapter, whether covering controversies or traditions within the bureau, portrays the agency's relations to the media, 
the president, Congress, or other law enforcement agencies, including previously unreleased details regarding the 
FBI's facilities and organizational structure. The guide also includes numerous surveillance and arrest photos, as well 
as demographics on bureau employees. It's useful for both those researching the FBI and those who are simply 
intrigued by the agency's complex role in American history. --Jodi Mailander FarrellFrom Library JournalThis 
readable reference guide to the Federal Bureau of Investigation does not disappoint. The first three chapters explore 
the history of the bureau, with separate essays addressing its role and powers, notable cases, and controversies. 
Chapter 8, "The FBI in American Popular Culture," is nearly a book in itself, with its thorough examination of the 
bureau's image in books, magazines, radio, television, and the movies. On the more practical side, there are chapters 
on the agency's traditions, organization, relationship to other governmental agencies, and physical facilities. Also 
included are thumbnail biographies of FBI luminaries, a time line of crucial events in its history, and a substantial 
annotated bibliography of books and articles. The book is peppered with photographs and factual tables. While not 
inexpensive, it is visually appealing and packed with information. Highly recommended for all reference collections. 
[Editor Theoharis is a leading scholar on the FBI and author of a noted J. Edgar Hoover biography, The Boss, LJ 
6/1/88.?Ed.]?Patrick Petit, Catholic Univ. Law Lib., Beltsville, M.-?Patrick Petit, Catholic Univ. Law Lib., Beltsville, 
MDCopyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc. "As a general reference source for university and law libraries, 
this book is a necessity....it is full of useful facts and information and is liberally sprinkled with charts, graphs, and 
illustrations....Another useful feature is the detailed table of contents on each individual chapter title page. It would be 
invaluable for someone wanting to know more about the origins, history, and inner workings of this legendary law 
enforcement organization....Recommended as a reference book."-Journal of Government Information"This readable 
reference guide to the Federal Bureau of Investigation does not disappoint....it is visually appealing and packed with 
information. Highly recommended for all reference collections."-Library Journal"As its title claims, this work is 
comprehensive, with ten chapters by four scholars who have all contributed significantly to previous works about this 
fascinating agency ....lavishly illustrated....Highly recommended for all libraries."-CHOICE"Editor Theoharis and 
contributors Tony Proveda, Susan Rosenfeld, and Richard Powers provide a balanced look at this sometimes secretive 
agency....There is no other reference book that covers the FBI in such detail. This would be an extremely useful 
volume for high-school, public, and academic libraries."-Booklist/Reference Books Bulletin?This readable reference 
guide to the Federal Bureau of Investigation does not disappoint....it is visually appealing and packed with 
information. Highly recommended for all reference collections.?-Library Journal?As its title claims, this work is 
comprehensive, with ten chapters by four scholars who have all contributed significantly to previous works about this 
fascinating agency ....lavishly illustrated....Highly recommended for all libraries.?-CHOICE?Editor Theoharis and 
contributors Tony Proveda, Susan Rosenfeld, and Richard Powers provide a balanced look at this sometimes secretive 
agency....There is no other reference book that covers the FBI in such detail. This would be an extremely useful 
volume for high-school, public, and academic libraries.?-Booklist/Reference Books Bulletin?As a general reference 
source for university and law libraries, this book is a necessity....it is full of useful facts and information and is 
liberally sprinkled with charts, graphs, and illustrations....Another useful feature is the detailed table of contents on 
each individual chapter title page. It would be invaluable for someone wanting to know more about the origins, 
history, and inner workings of this legendary law enforcement organization....Recommended as a reference book.?-
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