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Eric Langenbacher, David P. Conradt : The German Polity  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The German Polity: 

This thoroughly revised and updated edition of The German Polity provides a comprehensive introduction to 
contemporary Germany, one of the worlds leading economic and political powers. Looking back, Eric Langenbacher 
and David P. Conradt trace the countrys transformation since the seminal turning points of 1945 after World War II 
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and 1990 after reunification. Looking to the present, the authors explain and assess its major institutions, actors, and 
issues. Looking forward, they explore the looming economic, security, and demographic challenges the political 
system must address in the years to come.

The German Polity has maintained its enviably high standard. What has changed is the perception of Germany. Since 
the advent of the EU crisis, attention has centered on the role of Germany as the European Unions reluctant hegemon. 
This is an enormously challenging role, but there is no alternative to Germany as the indispensable power in the 
European Union. Germanys stability and the character of its chancellor, Angela Merkel, have led for the first time to a 
potential global role for Germany. Uncertainty about the future intentions of the new US president and suspicion about 
Vladimir Putin have led many to conclude that Germany and Chancellor Merkel are the best hope to lead in the 
struggle to maintain a liberal global order. Such a role would impose enormous demands on the German system, and 
this excellent volume provides the best guide to how Germany might fulfill such a mission. (William E. Paterson, 
University of Aston)Eric Langenbacher and David P. Conradt have done it yet again! This carefully researched and 
well-written volume provides students, lay readers, and experts with an invaluable guide to the history, politics, and 
society of Germany. The German Polity features compelling, up-to-date analysis of the rise of German power and its 
far-reaching implications for the Federal Republic and Europe alike. (David F. Patton, Connecticut College)The 
eleventh edition masterfully reframes old questions and poses new ones about Germanys political development, 
addressing the many challenges posed by complex domestic, European, and global contexts. Students of comparative 
politics come away with a strong grounding in institutions and actors as well as an understanding of how the German 
polity is affected by the enduring, but changing, role of the past; the numerous economic, demographic, and foreign 
policy challenges of the present; and, from outside the country, the expectations for Germanys role in the future. 
(Jennifer Yoder, Colby College) Previous edition praise:The German Polity succeeds admirably in drawing together a 
well-balanced view of the present . . . German system. (American Historical )Previous edition praise:[Written] in well 
organized, readable fashion for specialists and nonspecialists alike. . . . Anyone interested in German politics and the 
recent momentous events that have unfolded there over the past few years can read The German Polity with profit. 
(German Studies )Previous edition praise:A comprehensive analytical discussion of German politics. (The of 
Politics)About the AuthorEric Langenbacher is a teaching professor in the Department of Government at Georgetown 
University. David P. Conradt is professor emeritus of political science at East Carolina University. 


