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Christine Pelisek : The Grim Sleeper: The Lost Women of South Central  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Grim Sleeper: The Lost Women of South Central: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Regrettably, Pelisek excluded the was unconvincing LAPD's 
complacency in ...By Jacquelyn A. TroupRegrettably, Pelisek excluded the was unconvincing LAPD's complacency in 
investigating the six serial killers plaguing South Central Los Angeles and blaming their victims for their 
victimization, and LAPD's own officers shortage of officers to sufficiently handling all of the homicides in the black 
community. Pelisek deftly praised LAPD mobilization of its resources despite years confrontation from an activist 
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group and the fact that a black serial killer was captured after having killed three white women in West Los Angeles. 
But 100 African American women had to die before the fires of of active investigation were lit that led to the capture 
of the Grim Sleeper. The absence of and in depth exploration of racism and classism in the investigation of the Grim 
Sleeper and the other killer operating with impunity is a glaring omission in an other wise discourse on this daring 
killer.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Justice PrevailedBy Colby BoydThis book was devastating to 
read, but nonetheless needed to be told. Christine should be commended for putting her heart and soul into this story 
and the families affected by this tragic tale of events. So glad Lonnie Franklin is behind bars. He is a monster.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. not badBy rich schmeizeri wouldve liked to hear more about what man 
himself was like -his thinking-his thoughts;

"This upsetting account of a Los Angeles serial killer, written with passion by Christine Pelisek, an investigative crime 
reporter who spent 10 years working the case, blurts out a hard truth that no one wants to acknowledge . . . [She] tries 
to restore dignity to some of the victims by drawing sympathetic and carefully detailed life histories for each and every 
one of them." --Marilyn Stasio, New York Times Book Review In 2006, Christine Pelisek broke the story of a 
terrifying serial killer who went unchecked in Los Angeles for decades. Two years later, in her cover article for L.A. 
Weekly, Pelisek dubbed him "The Grim Sleeper" for his long break between murders. The killer preyed on a 
community devastated by crime and drugs and left behind a trail of bodiesall women of color, all murdered in a similar 
fashion, and all discarded in the alleys of Los Angeles. The case of the Grim Sleeper is unforgettably singular. But it 
also tells a wider story about homicide investigations in areas beset by poverty, gang violence, and despair; about how 
a serial killer could continue his grisly work for two decades in part due to society's lack of concern for his chosen 
victims; and about the power and tenacity of those women's families and the detectives who refused to let the case go 
cold. No one knows this story better than Pelisek, the reporter who followed it for more than ten years. Based on 
extensive interviews, reportage, and information never released to the public, The Grim Sleeper captures the long, 
bumpy road to justice in one of the most startling true crime stories of our generation.

Praise for The Grim Sleeper "This upsetting account of a Los Angeles serial killer, written with passion by Christine 
Pelisek, an investigative crime reporter who spent 10 years working the case, blurts out a hard truth that no one wants 
to acknowledge . . . [She] tries to restore dignity to some of the victims by drawing sympathetic and carefully detailed 
life histories for each and every one of them." Marilyn Stasio, New York Times Book "Painfully relevant . . . The 
heart of this bookwhich is indeed grim, but also necessaryis in its subtitle, 'The Lost Women of South Central' . . . At 
its best, The Grim Sleeper is an informal ethnography that describes how African American families came to Los 
Angeles from the South and Midwest, what they found there, what they didnt. It is a group portrait of families clawing 
their way into the middle class, only to often slip back into poverty, drugs and alcohol. Pelisek is masterful in teasing 
out the stories of Franklins victims. For the first time, you will know their names, and their names will stay with you." 
Los Angeles Times "[A] gripping reconstruction of the lives of some of the many impoverished victims of the recently 
convicted serial slayer." New York Magazine "Pelisek takes readers through the investigation step-by-step, and she 
also delves into the details of the women's lives. The author paints each victim clearly, and she palpably captures the 
pain of the families left behind . . . True-crime fans will greatly appreciate Pelisek's detail and determination."Kirkus 
"Through this fascinating read, Pelisek delves deeply into the connections between the war on drugs, the misguided 
search for The Southside Slayer, the Los Angeles Police Department's indifference, and the cultural disregard for sex 
workers . . . An engrossing read for those invested in true crime, but also a cautionary tale for law enforcement." Bitch 
Media "With insights into race and crime, universal grief and ultimate justice, The Grim Sleeper succeeds in being 
both disturbing and satisfying. The books main focus is neither the murderer nor Peliseks involvement. Its the 
victims." The Toronto StarAbout the AuthorCHRISTINE PELISEK is an award-winning journalist who's a senior 
writer with People Magazine. She received a Certificate of Appreciation from the City of Los Angeles for her work on 
the Grim Sleeper case. She lives in Los Angeles. 


