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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. J. ALFRED. Smith. Sr.By J. Alfred Smith Sr.Dr. Fluker is 
excellenty informs the reader how the ground has shifted.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy dwExcmeeded expectations.

A powerful insight into the historical and cultural roles of the black church, the dilemmas it faces, and the roadmap for 
an ethical path forward. 

"The Ground Has Shifted puts forward a passionate challenge to the Black Church and all those who profess to stand 
in the prophetic Black Church tradition. It is a powerful and provocative treatment of the role and place of this 
venerable institution and the Gospel that gives it life. But more than that, the book offers a blueprint for a way 
forwarda pathway that involves "reclaiming [our] humanity through the integrity of the act"; to find beauty and grace 
in the dark places of what it means to live in this world without the burdens of ghosts. Beautiful written; passionately 
argued. A must read!"-Eddie S. Glaude, Jr.,author of Democracy in Black: How Race Still Enslaves the American 
Soul"An important and perceptive contribution to the literature on religion and race."-Choice"[T]imely and 
fascinating...The Ground Has Shifteddoes a masterful job of blending black religious thought, literature, critical 
theory, memoir, and personal experience."-Religion Dispatches"This is the most decisive statement on post-racialism, 
the American dilemma, and black church positive agency. On each page, Fluker's writing moans and wails us out of 
southern African American religiosity, up north into the fragmentation of black urban life, and into an ethical world of 
hope for an America becoming. A defining direction and persuasive proposal on how to get us to healthy community."-
Dwight N. Hopkins,author of Being Human: Race, Culture, and Religion"An exuberant, thought-provoking 
assessment of the dilemmas facing black churches. [A] passionate analysis and call for change."-STARRED 
Publishers WeeklyFlukers judicious use of personal reflection provides an exciting affirmation that our black lives and 
our black churches really do matter as important standpoints for engaging spirituality, renewing the national 
imaginary, and enhancing the human condition.-Cheryl Townsend Gilkes,Colby College"Walter Fluker is the towering 
theorist of the Black Church and the unapologetic lover of the black prophetic tradition. This powerful and timely 
book is sophisticated, subtle, and rich. And it soars with a deep, long memory alive in the present a present that reeks 
of a 'cultural asylum' that he notes the Black Lives Movement is shattering!" -Dr. Cornel West"Fluker has a fresh 
approach to deal with the subject and provides new insights on the subject. It is meticulously researched and well-
referenced. Walter Earl Fluker's scholarship is unmatchable."-The Washington Book "The Ground Has Shifted 
addresses questions being posed by a historical Black Church caught between its piety, the politics of respectability, 
and a cataclysmic shifting of the taken-for-granted realities of a besieged/blessed people. I will buy and teach this 
book as often as I can. What an amazing contribution to the literature."-Barbara A. Holmes,President Emerita of 
United Theological Seminary of the Twin CitiesAbout the AuthorWalter Earl Fluker is the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Professor of Ethical Leadership, the editor of the Howard Thurman Papers Project, and the Director of the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Initiative for the Development of Ethical Leadership (MLK-IDEAL) at Boston University School of 
Theology and the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences. 


