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1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A librarian-friendly guide to guysin librariesBy RoseMary
LudtRollie is awalking encyclopedia when it comes to knowledge about teens, young adult books, and libraries. It
was about time he wrote a book!

Re-design and upgrade your collection and services to attract male teens, as well asfemales, to the library. With this
guide, you'll learn about reading habits of young men, male-friendly collection development with fiction and
nonfiction materials, teen advisory boards, teen area design and display, programs that bring male teensinto the
library, homework services, diversity of male teens, and how to redefine library policies, procedures, and attitudes to
create an environment where male teens thrive. Filled with insights, anecdotes, practical guidelines, and tips that show
how to make the library afacility where male teens feel welcome and comfortable.

"For many librarians, this book by the teen coordinator of the Cleveland Public Library system will serve as avaluable
eye-opener into the needs and reading tastes of alarge proportion of teen boys. . . . Welch provides good coverage of
typical teen attitudes, behaviors, and points of view, aswell as the typical adult reactions to same. But the book's focus
on teen males sets this work apart. Chapters cover reading habits, recommended genres and topics, displays,
programming, booktal ks and school visits, teen spaces and Y A services in general. Welch's suggestions for modifying
such things as summer reading clubs, displays, teen advisory boards, and even furnishings so they have more guy
appeal are easy and don't require awhole seperate set of services. By simply making librarians aware of what attracts
this population, Welch's book could have a broad and potentially profound impact on the way many librarians deliver
Y A services and the number of young male patrons they are able to recruit as enthusiastic library users." - Library
Journal" Starting with the important characteristics of books that appeal to male teens, the author discusses the type of
genre reading this group isinterested in. . . By discussing what doesn't work for teens, Welch examines how to engage
teens through programming and how to develop gender-friendly teen advisory boards.Although other books cover
some of this same area, none gives the insights Welch provides for focusing his book on the male teenager. . . . The
material in this book ought to be read by any librarian who comesin contact with teensin the library. The author
suggests ways for public and school librarians to work together and how schooal librarians can specifically engage this
age group. This book will give the experienced librarian new and fresh ideas, and the new librarian a great strategy to
follow in building a guy-friendly library." - Reference User Services Quarterly"Although this book is written for the
young adult librarian in a public library, it would be a useful purchase for a secondary school librarian or anyone
working with teenagers and wanting to encourage reading in that age group. The author recommends way's teen
librarians can work with young adult readers, and also how to reach out to teen readers by involving school teachers
and school media people by doing various presentations at schools. Especially for the public young adult librarians,
thisis aneeded resource, for it will help staff relate to young adult males.” - Library Media Connection™"Provides some
excellent insights, anecdotes and practical suggestions that should help librarians encourage mal e teenage users. A
must read for all public and school librarians who have found themselves struggling to reach this particular

audience." - Library "This resource for young adult librarians suggests ways of improving services for teen males.
Welch begins by identifying some of the ways that libraries unknowingly alienate teen males and then offers some
insight into their reading habits. Subsequent chapters address such topics as teen advisory boards, booktalks, and
school visits. A list of fiction titles recommended for teen malesis found in the appendix.” - Reference Research Book
News'Aimed at public libraries, the volume provides tested strategies for reaching out to a greatly misunderstood
group of patrons." - Booklist/Professional Reading"If reaching more teen malesis agoal, this wonderful and highly
readable resource to making libraries more guy-friendly is an excellent place to start. . . . Although the title of the book
is straightforward and librarians are clearly the audience, teachers might miss out or steer clear of this book because
the title contains the term library. Teachers would be well served to peruse this well-organized and insightful
introduction." - VOY A"Each chapter contains short, easily digestible segments of ideas complete with alist of further
reading suggestions. Where applicable, web site suggestions have also been included. An appendix listing 'Essential
Fiction Titles or Seriesfor Teen Males'is particularly useful as a quick reference and is followed by afull index.
Ultimately however, the book provides some excellent insights, anecdotes and practical suggestions that should help
librarians encourage mal e teenage users. Many of the suggestions are cost free or low cost ideas that will hopefully
ensure newly introduced male teens will feel welcome and comfortable in the library. A must read for all public and
secondary school librarians who have found themselves struggling to reach this particular audience.” - Library
Journal"Written primarily for Y A librarians, this book provides practical information on understanding the nature of
teen males, including their feelings, physical development, interests, and reading choices, and demonstrates how these
preferences can be used to enhance library servicesto these users. . . . The content of this book isimportant for any
librarian working with today's teens and is presented in away that engages the emotions and is easy to understand. . . .
Recommended for librarians wanting to reach out to male teens.” - Public LibrariesAbout the AuthorRollie James
Welch is Teen Coordinator of the Cleveland Public Library System. He has worked as a librarian, mostly with teens,
for 26 yearsin both school and public library settings. A frequent presenter at local library workshops throughout his



home state of Ohio, Rollie has served on the Y AL SA book selection committees, Quick Picks for Reluctant Y oung
Adult Readers and Best Books for Y oung Adults. He has also chaired VOY A's Top Shelf for Middle School Fiction
committee. Heis areviewer for Kirkus, VOY A, Library Journal and The Cleveland Plain Dealer newspaper.



