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David A. Leeming : The Handy Mythology Answer Book (The Handy Answer Book Series) before purchasing it
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Handy Mythology Answer Book (The
Handy Answer Book Series):

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very handy, for a quick review while learning a....By Nancy
GalloVery handy, for aquick review while learning a bit more on the subjects, these books give you the choice to
brush up on the subject or go deeper using other resourcesO of 5 people found the following review helpful. The
Handy Mythology Answer BookBYy Stephen Hoeltgel received thisbook and it isin excellent condition.

Stories centuries in the making, and many centuries worth of stories, are an integral part of modern society. Whether
modern or ancient, every culture has its myths. Mythology forms our understanding of our origin, history, and
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traditions. They tell of our heroes and deities. Myths are vehicles for understanding religion, for learning language,
and for understanding society, but they can often be difficult to understand and confusing. The Handy Mythology
Answer Book examines and explains, in plain English, numerous myths and mythology.From the ancient Greek and
Roman to Egypt and Babylon, from Native North American Indian to Celtic, Middle Eastern, Indian, Asian, African,
and the lesser known myths from around the world, The Handy Mythology Answer Book has them covered. Whether
it isthe modern retelling of a classic myth or an ancient story about a Norse god, this helpful resource demystifies the
myth, looks at different archetypes and motifs, and even shows how myths help explain our existence and institutions.
It answers nearly 600 questions and offers fun facts about the treachery and violence, the inspirational and epic, the
supernatural monsters and heroic mortals found in mythology, such asHow and when did myths originateAWhat are
the three primary myth typesAWhat is the nature of Creation Myths?How can myths be compared to dreams?Why do
humans tell myths?What was the Egyptian Book of the Dead?How is the epic of Gilgamesh like later epicsAWhy isthe
biblical flood story so like the Babylonian flood mythAWhat was the myth of Theseus, the Labyrinth, and the
MinotaurWhat are the Homeric Hymns?How and why are the Odyssey and the Iliad so different from each
otherAWhat is the popular appeal of the Odyssey?Did the Greeks see these myths asreligion or as entertainmentVhat
was the background myth of the Oedipus plays?What was the nature of Roman mythology during the Roman
RepublicAWVhat was the Metamorphosis?How did Christian narrative and tradition fit into and come to dominate the
Roman mythological tradition?How is Celtic culture and mythology related to the culture and mythology of Greek,
Roman, and other cultures?How did the VVedas contribute to Hindu mythology AWho invented Chinese writingWhat
was the Aztec pantheon?What is the story of the Cherokee Grandmother SunWho are some Native American
trickstersAWhat is the story of Schrdingers Cat?How did Freud use myths?How is myth used in politics?A glossary of
commonly used terms and an appendix of parallel mythology exploring universal themes, motifs, and archetypes from
across various cultures further explains the world of mythology.

From School Library JournalGr 6 UpThis guide to mythology is everything the title promises and more. After an
introduction setting out the book's goals and an initial chapter outlining aworking definition of mythology, Leeming
delvesinto the mythological traditions across the world (which include African, Asian, Polynesian, Cletiv, Greek,
Roman, and Native American), one chapter at atime. These traditions are covered in great detail, and the author
examines the geography, history, and culture associated with them and highlights important figures and tales. There is
agreat emphasis on the influence of psychology on the study of mythology. Early on, the author discusses the work of
Sigmund Freud, Carl Jung, and Joseph Campbell and how they brought the importance of mythology into academic
circles. Leeming concludes by discussing the idea of the monomyth, or Campbell's concept that there are certain
motifs and themes that are common to many traditions and that transcend individual cultures. The glossary, index, and
bibliography make this volume an excellent reference source, and the appendix takes it further, offering lists of
characters and stories that fall under categories such as"The Great Earth Mother Goddess' and "The Hero Quest" and
the pages where readers can find them. Thistitleis an ideal starting point for reports as well as an entertaining and
informative read for interested students.Heather Talty, formerly at Columbia Grammar Preparatory School, New Y ork
City " helpful guide substantial information very accessible to the student or general reader. Highly recommended "
Booklist"Starred . likable and hel pful work is recommended for public and high school library collections suited for
circulating collections to be enjoyed by mythology fans." Library Journal”Starred . This guide to mythology is
everything thetitle promises and more. ... an ideal starting point for reports as well as an entertaining and informative
read for interested students." School Library Journa®... interprets myth as a means of accounting for natural
occurrences and human cares.” Choice"... thisiswell-written, authoritative, and engaging, making it an excellent
resource for middle school and high school teachers or students that love to study mythology.” Children's Literature”...
avaluable work for larger school and public library collections and as desk references for humanities and world
history teachers." VOY A magazine'David Leeming presents a comprehensive picture of world mythology ... offers
conciseness and clarity that high school students and adults can appreciate.”" Christian Library Journal



