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Scott Shay : The History of English  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised The History of English: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. An interesting bookBy CARLOS A G MoranWhen I saw the title of 
this book I got intrigued as long as I love languaje history. The way how the author explain all linguistic terms for non 
linguists is pretty good, my case as a non native speaker helped me to compare diverse other languajes I speak to 
English and find coincidences between them. I think now I can get a better understanding of English.I really enjoyed 
reading this book and it took me less than a week to read. If you want to get a fast and easy summary to understand 
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English, it is definetely a good start.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Interesting, A Little Dry at 
PointsBy Lawrence or Christine DolOverall this was a very interesting introduction to the history of the English 
language, though a little dry at times. I enjoyed finally understanding why some of the inconsistencies exist in our 
language, as well as being able to understand the progression from the early Germanic origin it's current form.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. fairBy francophoneEven though this was supposed to be an introduction to 
the history of English, I found that for a person who has never studied linguistics it was not easy to follow.

The History of English: A Linguistic Introduction is for anyone interested in the history of the English language. 
While leading the reader through the pre-history of English, through Germanic times, Old English, Middle English, 
Early Modern English, and Modern English, the book also introduces the reader to concepts in theoretical and 
historical linguistics. It includes authentic texts from each period of the language, from Beowulf to the King James 
Bible. This book is a great introduction to the field of linguistics for anyone interested in language!

From the AuthorThis book provides you with an introduction to the history of the English language, and along the 
way, it teaches you the necessary concepts of both theoretical as well as historical linguistics. The book assumes no 
prior knowledge of linguistics--you learn as you read! This book was the culmination of a lifelong journey for me. 
After having read Mario Pei's (very accessible) books on language as a young teenager, I knew that one day, I would 
carry on his tradition of writing books about language and linguistics for anyone interested in language. So many 
books on the history of our language assume that the reader is already a student of linguistics. This book is different.I 
would venture to say it's the only one of its kind on the market today. 


