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Diane Ackerman : The Human Age: The World Shaped By Us before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Human Age: The World Shaped By Us:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The treatment of the roots of humanity's current abilities to change
how the world functions was very good. The treatment of futBy Customer"Food for thought” is an understatement.
The treatment of the roots of humanity's current abilities to change how the world functions was very good. The
treatment of future possibilities was not as interesting to me. | really agreed with the concept that the availability of
resources and a peaceful atmosphere can influence not only people who live through peace or chaos, but can influence


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0393351645

their children, too. | was teaching Jr. High when the kids whose pregnant mothers lived through the Sputnik scare.
Those children were difficult to handle, as are the children who were gestating during 9/11 time and are now in
seventh grade.On the whole, | would recommend this book.0 of O people found the following review helpful. | like
Diane Ackerman's other books but this was not very ...By Amanda Amburgeyl like Diane Ackerman's other books but
this was not very good. The chapters are repetitive and not very interesting the usual lyrical turn of phrases are
strained.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. easy to read and a keeperBy pat scanlanAs usual, Diane
Ackerman has written a book that isinformative, easy to read and a keeper. She offers us hope and gives examples of
how people around the world are working to save our planet. Unfortunately, we in North American have to search to
find this kind of information, when in fact, it should be adaily news item. We need hope and courage to face and deal
with the new age that is certainly here. Well done Ms. Ackerman.

Winner of the 2015 National Outdoor Book Award for Natural History Literature and the 2015 PEN New England
Henry David Thoreau Prize. A dazzling, inspiring tour through the ways that humans are working with nature to try to
save the planet. Ackerman isjustly celebrated for her unique insight into the natural world and our placeinit. Inthis
landmark book, she confronts the unprecedented reality that one prodigiously intelligent and meddlesome creature,
Homo sapiens, is now the dominant force shaping the future of planet Earth. Humans have "subdued 75 percent of the
land surface, concocted a wizardry of industrial and medical marvels, strung lights all across the darkness." We tinker
with nature at every opportunity; we garden the planet with our preferred species of plants and animals, many of them
invasive; and we have even altered the climate, threatening our own extinction. Y et we reckon with our own
destructive capabilities in extraordinary acts of hope-filled creativity: we collect the DNA of vanishing speciesin a
"frozen ark," equip orangutans with iPads, and create wearabl e technologies and synthetic species that might one day
outsmart us. With her distinctive gift for making scientific discovery intelligible to the layperson, Ackerman takes us
on an exhilarating journey through our new reality, introducing us to many of the people and ideas now
creatingperhaps savingour future and that of our fellow creatures.A beguiling, optimistic engagement with the changes
affecting every part of our lives, The Human Age is awise and beautiful book that will astound, delight, and inform
intelligent life for along time to come.



