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Daniel J. Sharfstein : The Invisible Line: A Secret History of Race in America  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Invisible Line: A Secret History of Race in 
America: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Book on racial identity equal to Common GroundBy P. M. 
NolanThe Invisible Line is the best type of history book -- delving into the thorny issue of racial identity and keeps 
readers engaged through to the last page. In fact, you want more of the book when done. The reader is left with a much 
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better sense of the senselessness of our racial laws and divisions. And, like any good book, questions to mull over -- 
what do other members of the family feel? How will this book change the families? Change us? How many families in 
America today have African blood? How could it be that some families don't even know of their own parentage?The 
book is eminently readable, and tells the story of three American families, all of whom crossed the color line at some 
point, many never looked back. Its gripping tale of family history reminded me of Anthony Lukas' stellar book on 
Boston's busing struggles, Common Ground - both books use personal family stories to shed light on how attitudes 
towards race evolve and change and shape each of us.Highly recommended for adults, but also a great read for college 
and high school students.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great ReadBy C. A. VaripapaThis was a 
facinating book and a great read particularly for those interested in Black History.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. A fascinating readBy S. DespresI rarely read non-fiction, opting instead for a good, thick novel, 
preferably one that spans generations and incorporates major historical events. Daniel Sharfstein's book gave me all of 
that, and a great history lesson as well. This is a book about three different families moving through the complexities 
of race in the U.S. over several hundered years. The author provides so much detail about the individual characters and 
their lives that it is as good a read as a well-written novel.The book also vividly describes the social, political, and 
legal forces that helped shape the definitions of race from the founding of the U.S. through the early part of the 20th 
century. The story is so much more complicated than I ever appreciated. This is an important book for anyone who 
wants to understand the nature of race in the United States.

"An astonishingly detailed rendering of the variety and complexity of racial experience in an evolving national 
culture." -The New York Times Book ReviewIn the Obama era, as Americans confront the enduring significance of 
race and heritage, this multigenerational account of family secrets promises to spark debate across the country. Daniel 
J. Sharfstein's sweeping history moves from eighteenth-century South Carolina to twentieth-century Washington, 
D.C., unraveling the stories of three families who represent the complexity of race in America. Identifying first as 
people of color and later as whites, the families provide a lens through which to examine how people thought about 
and experienced race and how, for them and America, the very meanings of black and white changed. The Invisible 
Line cuts through centuries of myth to transform the way we see ourselves.


