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praised The Jerusalem of Transformation Popular Understandings about and Attitudes toward the Armenian Quarter: 

Areg Allen Sarkissian studies the history and the population ideas about the Armenian Quarter in Jerusalem and how 
the citizens treat the cultural spaces of the quarter. He centers his discussion on three main, popular areas of the 
quarter: the Calouste Gulbenkian Library, the Cathedral of Saint James, and the Saint Tarkmantchatz School. In his 
research, Areg interviewed numerous people who call the Armenian Quarter home. In doing so, Sarkissian takes the 
discussion of the Armenian Quarter out of the realm of academia and puts it back among the people. He stresses the 
need to interview the populace to get a view of the quarter. The opinions of the government or the clergy arent enough 
to get the whole picture, and they may not present the true story. For clarity, Sarkissian limits his research to two 
particular time-frames1948 and 1967both eras of violence and upheaval for the quarter. He explores how building 
renovations and upkeep can be used to direct peoples cultural and religious traditions. Sarkissian ends his research 
with a discussion of the Armenian Quarters future and speculation about its changing status among the various 
religious and ethnic groups in Jerusalem. 

About the AuthorAreg Allen Sarkissian was born in an Armenian-American household in Glendale, California. He has 
lived all over California, from Santa Cruz to Berkeley to Los Angeles, as well as Grand Rapids, Michigan. Sarkissian 
received his Bachelor of Arts degrees in Political Science and Middle Eastern Studies from the University of 
California, Berkeley. He obtained his JD from the Thomas M. Cooley Law School of Western Michigan University 
and a certification in Litigation. Sarkissian works as a litigation attorney in Los Angeles, California. Sarkissian is a 
dually licensed attorney in California and Nevada. Sarkissian is also a licensed real estate broker, and focuses on real 
estate law and commercial property development and management. Sarkissian traveled to Jerusalem and spent over a 
year researching the Armenian Quarter for his book, The Jerusalem of Transformation. Sarkissian wants to thank his 
family, friends, and all the individuals in Jerusalem who made this book a reality. Thank you. 


