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Chris Enss : The Lady Was a Gambler: True Stories of Notorious Women of the Old West  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Lady Was a Gambler: True Stories of 
Notorious Women of the Old West: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Women GamblersBy Hayseed9Very interesting book about ladies in 
the Old West and some of their endeavors at survival. It is amazing to me that there were women with the guts and 
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fortitude that they had in order to survive in a man's world. The stories in this book are very interesting. Good book, 
Chris Enss!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Western womenBy L. S. BrooksNot as indepth as i 
wanted...interesting reading...1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Neat storiesBy Miss MarpleIt was 
interesting to read about these women gamblers of the west. Each lady had a special title and chapter and then 2-4 
pages of info about her. There are a few pictures, but not many of the ladies themselves. When history is taught, there 
is usually very little emphasis on the women and their lives and contributions or works. This little book helps to put a 
personality on some of the ladies of the west who lived by gambling. Some of the women used their winnings to help 
build hospitals, schools and such for the town. It is a quick read.

Notable female gamblers are few in number, but their legacy left an indelible mark on the history of the Old West. The 
Lady Was a Gambler is a tribute to those women and how they played the game.

From the Back CoverPlace your bets, place your bets . . .From the muddy cowtowns of Montana to the posh parlors of 
Deadwood and Tombstone, past a succession of swinging batwing doors to the smoke-filled rooms in the back, some 
of the most colorful ladies in the Wild West also happened to be some of the shrewdest gamblers. With her inimitable 
instinct for a good story, Chris Enss points her pen toward fifteen of the most fascinating characters to ever flip a hole 
card or lace a corset. Poker Alice Ivers, for instance, checked and raised her way through some of the roughest mining 
towns in the West, while Lottie Deno, the prettiest faro dealer to ever turn a card, bucked the tiger all the way from 
Texas to Alaska. And who could ever bet against Eleanora Dumont, a twenty-one dealer known far and wide 
asMadam Moustache? 


