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Up until now, the majority of literature about service learning has focused on urban areas, while comparatively little
attention has been paid to activitiesin rural communities. The Landscape of Rural Service Learning, and What It
Teaches Us All is designed to provide a comprehensive look at rural service learning. The practices that have
developed in rural areas, partly because of the lack of nonprofits and other services found in urban settings, produce
lessons and models that can help us al rethink the dominant forms of service learning defined by urban contexts.
Where there are few formal organizations, people end up working more directly with one another; where thereisa
need for servicesin locations where they are unavailable, service learning becomes more than just an academic
exercise or assignment. This volume includes theoretical frameworks that are informed by the rural, concrete stories
that show how rural service learning has developed and is now practiced, practical strategies that apply across service
learning contexts, and points to ponder as we all consider our next steps along the path of meaningful service learning.

Thistext isacritical missing piece in the development of service learning for colleges and universities. Rural service
learning has always had its unique challenges and opportunities, and its a pleasure to see it illuminated so well. Amy
Smitter, Chief Operating Officer, Habitat for Humanity of Michigan



