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The Depression and the New Deal forced charities into a new relationship with public welfare. After opposing public 
"relief" for a generation, charities embraced it in the 1930s as a means to save a crippled voluntary sector from 
collapse. Welfare was to be delivered by public institutions, which allowed charities to offer and promote specialized 
therapeutic services such as marriage counseling - a popular commodity in postwar America. But as Andrew Morris 
shows, these new alignments were never entirely stable. In the 1950s, charities' ambiguous relationship with welfare 
drove them to aid in efforts to promote welfare reform by modeling new techniques for dealing with "multiproblem 
families." The War on Poverty, changes in federal social service policy, and the slow growth of voluntary fundraising 
in the late 1960s undermined the New Deal division of labor and offered charities the chance to deliver public 
services - the paradigm at the heart of current debates on public funding of religious non-profits.

"Andrew Morris shows the persistence of the voluntary agency in America's social welfare provision in this engaging 
and well-researched book. In the process he makes a contribution that will alter the course of scholarship on the 
American welfare state." -Edward D. Berkowitz, George Washington University"Andrew Morris has provided a 
meticulously researched and persuasively argued volume. It totally nullifies the longstanding myth of a distinctive 
'independent sector' of nonprofit voluntary organizations that have been operationally distinct from governmental 
agencies and programs. Morris accomplishes this task by delineating the emergence of 'New Alignments' that thrived 
between the 1930s and the 1970s (and, if to a lesser extent, beyond). This was an interval when voluntary nonprofit 
agencies helped direct and partially fund public as well as private institutional social welfare ventures and attendant 
policies. Thanks to Morris and a few other very capable scholars, it has become problematic for participants in the 
field of philanthropic studies to belittle the intense interpenetration of voluntary associations and government 
agencies." -Lawrence J. Friedman, Professor of Philanthropic Studies and Emeritus Professor of History, Indiana 
University and Visiting Scholar, Harvard University"In this pathbreaking work, Andrew J. F. Morris of Union College 
moves in a strikingly original direction to examine voluntary efforts from the 1920s to the 1970s." -Patrick D. Reagan, 
Journal of American History"...an important contribution both to the understanding of modern social welfare history 
and to the issues that continue to confound policy makers, practioners, and scholars." -Michael Reisch, Social Service 
"Not since Roy Lubove's The Professional Altruist: The Emergence of Social Work as a Career, 1880-1930 (1965) and 
Michael Katz's In the Shadow of the Poorhouse: A Social History of Welfare in America (1986) have I been so moved 
by a historical text covering American welfare." -American Historical "Although many of the historical events Morris 
describes will be familiar to scholars of social welfare, provocative primary documents are integrated into this 
historical treatise that make it well worth the read." -F. Ellen Netting, Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly"This 
well written and carefully researched book will be use to scholars and students in a wide variety of disciplines." -Mark 
Hendrickson, Register of the Kentucky Historical SocietyAbout the AuthorAndrew Morris is an assistant professor in 
the Department of History at Union College in Schenectady, New York. He received his PhD from the University of 
Virginia, where he received a Miller Center Fellowship in National Politics. He has published several articles, 
including 'The Voluntary Sector's War on Poverty', winner in 2006 of the Ellis Hawley Award from the Journal of 
Policy History for best article by a junior scholar. 


