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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Locust Effect: 
Why the End of Poverty Requires the End of Violence: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Violence destroys evreything in it's path.By Bob Alfonso, Globus 
TraCon, LLCThis is an exceptional book that brings to light what the majority of society does not understand about 
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the poverty cycle. The world strives to feed, educate, house, provide medical and social services to the poor in hopes 
of uplifting them and bring them out of poverty. Gary Haugen's very clearly points out that violence in many countries 
keeps the poor bound and locked into a world of darkness and pain. In so many places around the world law 
enforcement, the protectors, and servants of the people are the greatest aggressor and cause of pain towards the poor. 
Their lack of attention to the needs of every citizen, keeping violence, and fear, away and bringing justice to the 
people is a cause for action around the world. the Locust Effect clearly calls us all to become part of the solution in 
changing our world, to become involved in some way to break the cycle of poverty and stop the violence. People 
(young girls and children) around the world endure slavery, human trafficking, sexual assaults and sexual and physical 
abuse. They have no advocates! I would recommend this book to anyone looking for a way to make a difference, but 
especially to all law enforcement officers. As a retired deputy sheriff I gained a greater understanding of how import 
our role is in society. What it really means to "protect and serve", and how we in law enforcement and the criminal 
justice system are tasked with breaking the hold of poverty and violence in our neighborhoods, cities, states, our 
country and the world.7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. A great explanation of poverty and 
violence.By Susan DanielThuis book has opened my eyes to a whole new view of world politics and justice systems. 
I'll be honest and say I have only read half of it because it became boring to keep having the exact same message 
reiterated countless ways.......even though I understand it's an important message I grasped it well enough to not want 
it repeatedly hammered over my head.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A Fundamental Change in the 
Way We View Development WorkBy GregAnyone who cares about the developing world at this time in history 
should have a clear understanding of the urgent need for functional law enforcement. This book is surprising because 
it points out something so obvious that it's a little embarrassing. All of the resources the developed world has spent on 
bringing relief to the poor is jeopardized by lawlessness and violent crime. We simply cannot continue to provide aid 
work without considering the role of justice systems. Clear, concise, and hopeful, my favourite strategy the book 
employs is a sober look at history. By putting the almost hopelessly corrupt and non functioning public systems of the 
developing world in a historical context, it becomes very easy to believe that, like judicial systems in the U.S., France, 
Japan, and Britain, it is possible to reform these systems to provide functional law enforcement for the the poor. It is 
possible to stem the tide of violent injustice against the poor. A must read for anyone concerned with the poor in our 
historical period.

A Washington Post bestsellerWhile the world has made encouraging strides in the fight against global poverty, the 
hidden plague of everyday violence silently undermines our best efforts to help the poor. Common violence like rape, 
forced labor, illegal detention, land theft, and police abuse has become routine and relentless. And like a horde of 
locusts devouring everything in its path, the unchecked plague of violence ruins lives, blocks the road out of poverty, 
and undercuts development. How has this plague of violence grown so ferocious? In one of the most remarkable social 
disasters of the last half century, basic public justice systems in the developing world have descended into a state of 
utter collapse, and there's nothing shielding the poor from violent people.Gary A. Haugen and Victor Boutros offer a 
searing account of how we got here and what it will take to end the plague. The Locust Effect is a gripping journey 
into the streets and slums where fear is a daily reality for billions of the world'spoorest, where safety is secured only 
for those with money, and where much of our well-intended aid is lost in the daily chaos of violence. While their call 
to action is urgent, Haugen and Boutros provide hope, a real solution and an ambitious way forward. The Locust 
Effect will forever change the way we understand global poverty,and will help secure a safe path to prosperity for the 
global poor in the 21st century.
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