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Laura Tillman : The Long Shadow of Small Ghosts: Murder and Memory in an American City before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Long Shadow of Small
Ghosts: Murder and Memory in an American City:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Riveting and beautifully written true crime bookBy Alison LeeThis
book was riveting. It being a ghastly crime, author Laura Tillman still manages to avoid making it salacious. Instead,


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=150110425X

she weaves in the facts of the crime with a detailed and thoughtful look at the characters in this tragic case and the city
in which it happened. Her personal perspective lends a depth to the case and humanizes what could just be another
news story. If you're atrue crime fan, this book isfor you.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Excellent
writing and very provocativeBy Elizabeth EvansExcellent writing and very provocative. The metaphor of the shadow
issignificant. | would recommend this book for anyone who wants to explore the graynessin life.0 of 0 people found
the following review helpful. Compelling non-fiction tale worth reading! By TC from NJWell written and compelling
story! Captured my interest from the start! | enjoyed the depth of Tillman's investigation and analysis. She answered
the many questions that came to my mind about the family, their tragic life circumstances and motivations and the
people in the community that had an impact on their lives as the story was unfolding.

In Cold Blood meets Adrian Nicole LeBlancs Random Family: A harrowing, profoundly personal investigation of the
causes, effects, and communal toll of adeeply troubling crimethe brutal murder of three young children by their
parents in the border city of Brownsville, Texas.On March 11, 2003, in Brownsville, Texasone of Americas poorest
citiesJohn Allen Rubio and Angela Camacho murdered their three young children. The apartment building in which
the brutal crimes took place was already rundown, and in their aftermath a consensus developed in the community that
it should be destroyed. It was a place, neighbors felt, that was plagued by spiritual cancer. In 2008, journalist Laura
Tillman covered the story for The Brownsville Herald. The questions it raised haunted her, particularly one asked by
the sole member of the citys Heritage Council to oppose demolition: is there any such thing as an evil building? Her
investigation took her far beyond that question, revealing the nature of the toll that the crime exacted on a city already
wracked with poverty. It sprawled into a six-year inquiry into the larger significance of such acts, ones so difficult to
imagine or explain that their perpetrators are often dismissed as monsters alien to humanity. With meticul ous attention
and stunning compassion, Tillman surveyed those surrounding the crimes, speaking with the lawyers who tried the
case, the familys neighbors and relatives and teachers, even one of the murderers: John Allen Rubio himself, whom
she corresponded with for years and ultimately met in person. The result is abrilliant exploration of some of our ages
most important social issues, from poverty to mental illness to the death penalty, and a beautiful, profound meditation
on the truly human forces that drive them. It is disturbing, insightful, and mesmerizing in equal measure.
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