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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Powerful and clearBy Michael D. KilmanThis book is a sober and 
holistic approach to understanding how acts of terrorism/suicide bombings manifest in Palestine. The author uses 
history, ethnography and case studies to create picture that demonstrates how and why these things manifest. This 
book, in my mind also goes a long way to forcing the reader to think about current "solutions" to terrorism and present 
a picture that demonstrates that these methods just make the problems worth.I often say, you don't have to like 
something but if you want to really address a problem you have to understand it. This book goes a long way to doing 
just that.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The Making of a Human BombBy Paul FriedaThis is a 
powerful book, and if you persevere with it, it is likely to change your outlook on the world conflict that seems to be 
centered on the region previously known as Palestine. It is an ethnography written by an anthropologist so it was not 
intended to be read by the lay reader who may be unfamiliar with the jargon associated with anthropology. However, 
much of the book is readily accessible to readers who are not from academia. There are some truly fascinating 
chapters. In particular a chapter that covers interviews with "terrorists" (as we in the West know them - though they 
think of themselves as martyrs to a cause). These are not the typical types of interviews conducted over a brief period 
by "outsiders" such as journalists. These are interviews conducted over several sessions by a native of the area who 
has lived for many years in the USA and has returned to his roots to research this book. If you persevere with this 
book, you may wake up in the middle of the night, as I did, and say to yourself "I get it now." The more people who 
have that realization, the more chance we will have of coming to some kind of peace in the region.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. good to leanrr why this fanatics twist the Coran No ...By Claudio GotlibLots of 
information, good to leanrr why this fanatics twist the CoranNo douds Mr. Abufarna did a good job

In The Making of a Human Bomb, Nasser Abufarha, a Palestinian anthropologist, explains the cultural logic 
underlying Palestinian martyrdom operations (suicide attacks) launched against Israel during the Al-Aqsa Intifada 
(200006). In so doing, he sheds much-needed light on how Palestinians have experienced and perceived the broader 
conflict. During the Intifada, many of the martyrdom operations against Israeli targets were initiated in the West Bank 
town of Jenin and surrounding villages. Abufarha was born and raised in Jenin. His personal connections to the area 
enabled him to conduct ethnographic research there during the Intifada, while he was a student at a U.S. 
university.Abufarha draws on the life histories of martyrs, interviews he conducted with their families and members of 
the groups that sponsored their operations, and examinations of Palestinian literature, art, performance, news stories, 
and political commentaries. He also assesses dataabout the bombers, targets, and fatalities causedfrom more than two 
hundred martyrdom operations carried out by Palestinian groups between 2001 and 2004. Some involved the use of 
explosive belts or the detonation of cars; others entailed armed attacks against Israeli targets (military and civilian) 
undertaken with the intent of fighting until death. In addition, he scrutinized suicide attacks executed by Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad between 1994 and 2000. In his analysis of Palestinian political violence, Abufarha takes into account 
Palestinians understanding of the history of the conflict with Israel, the effects of containment on Palestinians 
everyday lives, the disillusionment created by the Oslo peace process, and reactions to specific forms of Israeli state 
violence. The Making of a Human Bomb illuminates the Palestinians perspective on the conflict with Israel and 
provides a model for ethnographers seeking to make sense of political violence.

The Making of a Human Bomb by Nasser Abufarha is required reading, for it links the 21st centurys leading 
sociological perspective (culture) with the new centurys quintessential form of political violence (suicide bombers, or 
SBs). - Albert J. Bergesen, American Journal of Sociology 


