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Fernand Braudel : The Mediterranean and the Mediterranean World in the Age of Philip II, Vol. 1  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Mediterranean and the 
Mediterranean World in the Age of Philip II, Vol. 1: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Lovely writing style.By Saphyre RoseWhile it took a long time to 
get this from the seller, it was worth the wait. Fernand Braudel writes history in way that makes you want to stay with 
it and learn. He does not use, what I call, "the dissertation". Filled with footnotes, dry, useless cross-references and on 
and on.This book was filled with information that I WANTED to learn due to his style. It is a bit like watching a 
documentary on Ancient Egypt, but not getting the same old info on Pharaohs, but instead, getting information on the 
regular man in the street.This particular book of Mr Braudel focuses on the Med world of 400 years ago. It goes back 
to Homer and yet reaches the 20th century. Like the example I made above about Egypt, Mr Braudel doesn't focus on 
wars or treaties, nor does he mythologize about Gods and Goddesses, his attention focuses more on the everyday life. 
Such as how long it took for a cargo ship to work its way around the Med or how much it cost to send someone or 
something from place to place. What and how they lived, ate and worked.I really enjoyed his history books.2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. Braudel's POV is as much about the "terrain" near the Mediterranean...By 
LJABraudel's Pov is as much about the LAND near the mediterranean as it is about the sea. He explains cultivated 
uncultivated lands, crops, who cultivated it, what grows at what altitude, why this was important to the battles that 
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occurred on the sea. It's at times dry, but so is a vineyard before it's planted. Whether it's grains, wines, hay, or 
watering systems, he explains this essential economic evolution in great detail.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Neat packaging, fast shipping.By Kindle CustomerPerfect conditipn, brand new, as advertised. 
Completely satisfied customer. 100% would buy again.

The focus of Fernand Braudel's great work is the Mediterranean world in the second half of the sixteenth century, but 
Braudel ranges back in history to the world of Odysseus and forward to our time, moving out from the Mediterranean 
area to the New World and other destinations of Mediterranean traders. Braudel's scope embraces the natural world 
and material life, economics, demography, politics, and diplomacy.

"Because Braudel's Mediterranean can be read on several levels simultaneously, it has an importance and a range that 
extend far beyond any one historical category."--J. H. Elliott, "New York of BooksLanguage NotesText: English, 
French (translation)From the Inside Flap"Braudel's Mediterranean is a tour de force, one of the classics of this 
century's historical writing."Charles Tilly, author of As Sociology Meets History 


