(Read ebook) The Middle East: A Brief History of the Last 2,000 Y ears

TheMiddle East: A Brief History of the Last 2,000 Years

Bernard Lewis
ebooks | Download PDF | *ePub | DOC | audiobook

A BRIEF HISTORY OF

THE LAST 2,000 YEARS

#120767 in Books 1997-08-07 1997-08-07Ingredients. Example IngredientsOriginal language:EnglishPDF #
19.25x 1.20 x 6.12l, 1.15 #File Name: 0684832801448 pages | File size: 69.Mb

Bernard Lewis: TheMiddle East: A Brief History of the Last 2,000 Years before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Middle East: A Brief History of the Last 2,000 Y ears:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Should Be Titled, "The Muslim Middle East: A Complete
History"By C. F FulbrightBernard Lewiss"The Middle East" is a thorough and comprehensive history of the region,
though overwhelmingly focused on the Muslim/Arab dominance of this region. Though labeled as a history of the past
2,000 years, it'smostly a history of the past 1,400 years. Persians, Christians, Romans, and modern Israelis operate on
the fringes. Still, if you want a history of Islam in the Middle East, thisis the book for you.1 of 1 people found the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0684832801

following review helpful. A comprehensive understanding of the Middle EastBy Bassem MorcosThis book is
representing athorough reference to all people interested in understanding the history and the dynamics of the current
Middle East region, where the writer has demonstrated the full history of the region with the outside world in a
simplified way. Moreover, he had the power to link the history with the current status of those countriesin a pragmatic
unbiased way.The book is an asset for those who are looking for a clear understanding of the ME region even if they
are not academics and | highly recommend this book to anyone who are in need to understand part of the current
global powers movement without being over saturated with unnecessary details.1 of 1 people found the following
review helpful. Overall, very good bookBy El PresidenteThis book does a good job giving a history of the Middle
Eadt. It is effectively organized and does afairly balance view of the various religions that have arisen in the area. This
book is a stepping stone into a deeper series of studies and is useful for helping the reader to see what they arereally
interested in. The author does a good job giving the history as the people would have viewed themselvesin each time
period. |.e. when discussing the Ottoman Empire, the priorities of the Sultansis rendered fairly accurately as they
themselves would have given it and not played down to try to seem like the Ottomans were mostly peaceful
coexistence types. Aswith most empires, there was a balance between peace and war and the author does a good job
showing that. However, as we reach into modern times, there is a hint of the "we all need to get along" message in
how some modern Islamic societies are portrayed and while that is true for some people and governments, that
message needs to be better balanced with the opposing views of those who believe that peaceful coexistence is not
possible. I am not saying that the author did abad job at all, just keep in mind that it is harder to maintain that balance
viewpoint when there is so much propaganda going in all directions. To be fair, any historical works which touch on
eventsin the last forty to fifty years hasto deal with thisissue. So, my advice, read the book and then dig deeper into
what you found most interesting. Enjoy.

In a sweeping and vivid survey, renowned historian Bernard Lewis charts the history of the Middle East over the last
2,000 years, from the birth of Christianity through the modern era, focusing on the successive transformations that
have shaped it.Drawing on material from a multitude of sources, including the work of archaeol ogists and scholars,
Lewis chronologically traces the political, economical, social, and cultural development of the Middle East, from
Hellenization in antiquity to the impact of westernization on Islamic culture. Meticulously researched, this
enlightening narrative explores the patterns of history that have repeated themselvesin the Middle East. From the
ancient conflicts to the current geographical and religious disputes between the Arabs and the Israelis, Lewis examines
the ability of thisregion to unite and solve its problems and asks if, in the future, these unresolved conflicts will
ultimately lead to the ethnic and cultural factionalism that tore apart the former Y ugoslavia. Elegantly written,
scholarly yet accessible, The Middle East is the most comprehensive single volume history of the region ever written
from the worlds foremost authority on the Middle East.

.com To gain abetter understanding of contemporary Middle Eastern culture and society, which is steeped in tradition,
one should look closely at its history. Bernard Lewis, Professor of Near Eastern studies at Princeton University,
considered one of the world's foremost authorities on the Middle East, spans 2000 years of this region's history,
searching in the past for answers to questions that will inevitably arisein the future. Drawing on material from a
multitude of sources, including the work of archaeologists and scholars, Lewis chronologically traces the political,
economical, social, and cultural development of the Middle East, from Hellenization in antiquity to the impact of
westernization on Islamic culture. Meticulously researched, this enlightening narrative explores the patterns of history
that have repeated themselves in the Middle East. From the ancient conflicts to the current geographical and religious
disputes between the Arabs and the Israelis, Lewis examines the ability of this region to unite and solve its problems
and asksif, in the future, these unresolved conflicts will ultimately lead to the ethnic and cultural factionalism that tore
apart the former Y ugoslavia.From Library Journal A noted Middle East historian, Lewis (Islam and the West, LJ
5/1/93) has written a 2000-year history of aregion stretching from Libyato Central Asia. He concludes with the
effects of the Gulf War and the entry into negotiations of the PLO and the government of Israel. Beginning his history
before the rise of Christianity and Islam, Lewis seeks to illuminate the connections between the ancient Middle East
and the modern region. He outlines the histories of pre-Islamic Arabia and the two great empires of Sasanid Persiaand
Byzantium. These entities formed the backdrop for the rise of the Prophet Muhammed and the formation of the
Islamic polity. Lewis concentrates on the cultural, social, and economic changes in the region while keeping the
political narrative to a minimum. He includes many direct quotations from a variety of contemporary sources to
highlight a given period and place, providing an immediacy of experience not offered by conventional narrative or
analysis. Highly recommended.?Robert J. Andrews, Duluth P.L., Minn.Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information,
Inc.From BooklistFor more than 50 years, Lewis has strived mightily and successfully to explain the cultures and
histories of Middle Eastern peoples to Western readers. The task of writing a political history of the region has aready
been fulfilled by him and by many others. In his latest work, Lewis has chosen to accentuate the social, economic, and
cultural changes that have occurred over 20 centuries. He ranges from seemingly trivial concerns (changesin dress and



mannersin an Arab coffeehouse) to earth-shaking events (the Mongol conquest of Mesopotamia) in painting arich,
varied, and fascinating portrait of aregion that is steeped in traditionalism while often forced by geography and
politics to accept change. As always, Lewisis eloquent, incisive, and displays an intuitive grasp of the social dynamics
of the culture he describes. Both scholars and general readers with an interest in the Middle East will find thiswork a
delight. Jay Freeman



