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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Neoliberal City: 
Governance, Ideology, and Development in American Urbanism: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Michael GranseeRequired for college3 of 3 people 
found the following review helpful. Could be a fine book, but only if you have existing knowledge of the topic.By 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0801473039


rpunyaAs another reviewer mentioned, this book could be good as a book with guidance. However, as an 
undergraduate student myself reading this book now, without guidance this book is a complete jumble of words and 
concepts, where chapters and ideas, theories and assumptions, are not co-existing together. The chronological order of 
this book is confusing, as if the author was writing this book as he thought about it. I would NOT recommend this 
book for reading on your own, unless of course you majored in this topic, are somewhat of an expert, or have 
background knowledge of this topic. This is NOT a book for people new to this topic.5 of 5 people found the 
following review helpful. great bookBy Sound SelectorOne of my favorite things about this book: a chapter that 
explains how US cities were forced to shift their budget priorities in a very similar way to structural adjustment 
programs in the global south (it was the bond rating agencies instead of the IMF/World Bank). In general the book is a 
good read for undergraduates with some guidance. Its also great for people who have read a bunch of urban political 
economy because Hackworth provides thoughtful syntheses of the theories that are out there, and then goes on to 
discuss his take through case studies.

The shift in the ideological winds toward a "free-market" economy has brought profound effects in urban areas. The 
Neoliberal City presents an overview of the effect of these changes on today's cities. The term "neoliberalism" was 
originally used in reference to a set of practices that first-world institutions like the IMF and World Bank impose on 
third-world countries and cities. The support of unimpeded trade and individual freedoms and the discouragement of 
state regulation and social spending are the putative centerpieces of this vision. More and more, though, people have 
come to recognize that first-world cities are undergoing the same processes.In The Neoliberal City, Jason Hackworth 
argues that neoliberal policies are in fact having a profound effect on the nature and direction of urbanization in the 
United States and other wealthy countries, and that much can be learned from studying its effect. He explores the 
impact that neoliberalism has had on three aspects of urbanization in the United States: governance, urban form, and 
social movements. The American inner city is seen as a crucial battle zone for the wider neoliberal transition primarily 
because it embodies neoliberalism's antithesis, Keynesian egalitarian liberalism.Focusing on issues such as 
gentrification in New York City; public-housing policy in New York, Chicago, and Seattle; downtown redevelopment 
in Phoenix; and urban-landscape change in New Brunswick, N.J., Hackworth shows us how material and symbolic 
changes to institutions, neighborhoods, and entire urban regions can be traced in part to the rise of neoliberalism.


