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Jaber F. Gubrium, James A. Holstein : The New Language of Qualitative Method before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The New Language of Qualitative Method:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Introduction to Qualitative InquiryBy JDThis book is an
excellent introduction to qualitative inquiry. The approach taken, by addressing language differences, provides a
coherent description of different qualitative perspectives highlighting the relevance of different perspectives to specific
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research contexts. As an ethnomethodology nerd | thought Chapter 3 provided a balanced and accurate description of
ethnomethodology and would recommend this to anyone starting out in qualitative research.

In recent years scholars and researchersin al disciplines have moved away from traditional quantitative methods of
research to more qualitative methods which emphasize questions of meaning and interpretation. Considering research
methodol ogies as a set of idioms, The New Language of Qualitative Method examines alternate vocabularies for
conveying social reality. It offers anew theoretical view which reintegrates the traditional emphasis on the whats of
socia life with a contemporary understanding of the hows and whys. The text considers the basic presumptions,
objectives, and research questions of four major research traditions: naturalism, ethnomethodol ogy, emotionalism, and
postmodernism. Using illustrations from classic texts, it shows how each idiom supplies a unigque perspective on
empirical reality. The text then examines the risks and rewards of each approach, offering avision of a renewed
language of inquiry that accommodates both traditional and contemporary concerns. Striving for balance, the authors
not only contend with issues from alternate perspectives, but provide a basis for rapprochement between research
traditions that have often remained isolated from each other. They also demonstrate how each approach may be used
for research on family, aging, deviance and social problems, and organizations and institutions. Written in an
accessible and engaging style, The New Language of Qualitative Method can be adopted in courses across the social
sciences, and may also be used by a broad spectrum of qualitative researchers.

"...this book is one of the most important position statements to come out of U.S. qualitative sociology in recent years.
Any graduate student doing a qualitative dissertation ought to become familiar with it as a key expression of what
Mick Bloor christened "ethnomethodol ogi cal ethnography.""--Journal of Contemporary Ethnography”A very helpful
analysis and taxonomy of the field."--Howard Zehr, Eastern Mennonite UniversityAbout the AuthorJaber F. Gubrium
isat University of Florida. James A. Holstein is at Marquette University.



