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John Gledhill : The New War on the Poor: The Production of Insecurity in Latin America before purchasing it
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The New War on the Poor: The Production
of Insecurity in Latin America:
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While governments and the media present the often violent, repressive actions of governments as something wholly
distinct fromand certainly better thanthe actions of criminals, to those who suffer the consequences of the
contemporary public security state, the difference isnt always so clear. In The New War on the Poor, John Gledhill
presents that perspective, linking the experiences of labor migrants crossing Latin Americas international borders;
indigenous Mexicans defending their territories against capitalist mega-projects, drug wars, and paramilitary violence;
Afro-Brazilians living on the urban periphery of Salvador; and farmers and business people tired of paying protection
to criminal gangs. Through these close-up accounts of life lived on the margins, Gledhil reveal s the too-close
relationship between public power and private interest, and the unintended consequences and resi stance that such
repressive actions are beginning to generate.

A carefully argued work from a Marxist theoretical framework, the book challenges conventional thinking about how
modernizing societies can extend their participating populations and work toward more inclusive and democratic
societies. . . . Highly recommended.



