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Dr. David (Max) McElwain Ph.D : The Only Dance in Iowa: A History of Six-Player Girls' Basketball  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Only Dance in Iowa: A 
History of Six-Player Girls' Basketball: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Where have you gone E. Wayne Cooley ...By Mike SmithVery well 
written and researched book. More about how six-player girls basketball in Iowa came about, and ultimately went 
away, than anything else. Good stuff about small-town Iowa and the importance six-player girls basketball had. Low 
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on nostalgia about players and teams, heavy on the people and organizations that promoted and ran six-player 
basketball and the opposition to it. Highly recommend it since it is a very interesting subject, particularly to someone 
like myself, a non-Iowan. However I still don't know, how after a score or a turnover, the ball went from one end down 
to the other!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating review of Six-Player Girls' Basketball in 
IowaBy JeanieA very interesting history of six-player basketball in Iowa from an overall perspective. I played this 
game from 1960 to 1963, so I learned a lot about what was going on outside of our little Iowa town, throughout the 
rest of the state, and throughout the country while we were winning a spot on the Sweet Sixteen both my Junior and 
Senior years. Amazing!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The Only Dance in Iowa:A History of six 
player girls' bbBy shineriteI played six player bb in high school in Texas and I also got to personally meet Mr. Cooley 
when we played in Iowa in college so this was a special book for me. He was a good friend of my college coach. For 
anyone not familiar with 6 player bb, this would be interesting reading. It lasted longer in Iowa than it did in TX and 
mainly because of Mr. Cooley.

Iowa six-player girls basketball was the most successful sporting activity for girls in American history, at its zenith 
involving more than 70 percent of the girls in the state. The state tournament was so popularregularly drawing fifteen 
thousand fans, more than the boys tourneythat officials declined a lucrative broadcasting offer from ABCs Wide 
World of Sports rather than forfeit the Iowa Girls High School Athletic Unions control of the game. The Only Dance 
in Iowa chronicles the one-hundred-year history of this Iowa tradition, long a symbol of the states independence and 
the peoples rural pride. Max McElwain shows how, well before the passage of Title IX in 1972, Iowa six-player girls 
basketball was, as Sports Illustrated gushed, a utopia for girls athletics. He also demonstrates how, ironically enough, 
the fallout from Title IX in many ways led to six-girl basketballs demise.

"This book has done the impossible: it's made me nostalgic for six-girl basketball, which, for me, is right next door to 
developing a desperate yearning to hear Lawrence Welk again. Reading it made me wish I'd been a girls' basketball 
fan, which is more than watching a game ever did. Also, Mr. McElwain writes well, which never hurts."Donald Kaul, 
author of The End of the World as We Know It 


